
MARY RIVER ENVIRONMENT AWARDS 2011

The Mary River Environment Awards provide an opportunity to celebrate achievements in natural resource management, sustainability and environmental management within the Mary River catchment. There are five (5) categories for which individuals, groups or organisations who have worked to improve, protect or enhance the valuable Mary River environment we live along, can be nominated for. The Mary River Environment Awards will especially seek to recognise innovation in ideas, projects, and achievements.

Each winner will receive a prize (cash or goods/services) and a certificate in recognition of their achievements.
WHO SHOULD ENTER

Individuals, groups, organisations, businesses, community groups that have made a significant and innovative contribution to the protection and/or enhancement of the environment within the Mary River catchment. Nominees must either live or work in the Mary River catchment area.

AWARD CATEGORIES

There are five Award categories:

1. Habitat Restoration
2. Environmental Education
3. Youth Environment 
4. Sustainable Land and Water Management 

5. River Champion

HOW TO ENTER

1. Read the directions and terms and conditions at the end of this document.

2. Complete the Nomination Form.

3. Provide a short overview of your project and explain how your nomination meets the specific category criteria (250 words).

4. Include relevant supporting documents – photos, plans, sketches etc.

5. Submit your entry no later than 5pm Friday 21st October 2011. Entries are FREE.

6. You may nominate for more than one award category.

7. Attend the Mary River Festival 12th November at Kandanga Park from 12 noon (Awards Ceremony TBA)

CATEGORIES & CRITERIA

1. Habitat Restoration Award

Recognises contributions made to protecting and enhancing terrestrial and/or aquatic biodiversity in the Mary River Catchment.  Nominees will need to provide evidence that their project has contributed to rehabilitating and/or protecting habitat through activities such as riparian rehabilitation, streambank fencing, weed removal, native re-vegetation, in-stream works, specific habitats restored, research into habitat and species ecology etc. 

Habitat Restoration Award Criteria:
· Extent to which the project utilised innovative practices and/or technologies that rehabilitate, enhance, and/or protect habitat values of species endemic to the Mary River.

· Extent to which the project contributed to rehabilitation and/or protection of terrestrial and/or aquatic biodiversity in the Mary River catchment.

· Partnerships and networks established as a result of the project

· Innovative techniques used to promote the project and widely communicate the associated issues 
· Extent to which the project encourages uptake of such practices within the catchment.

2. Environmental Education Award

Recognises contributions to promoting and increasing awareness of sustainable environmental practices in the wider Mary River community. Nominations for this award need to demonstrate that the project has included community involvement and made a contribution to increasing public awareness of sustainable appreciation and protection of the Mary River environment.

Environmental Education Award Criteria:

· Project provided information that increases awareness about sustainable environmental practices relevant to protecting the Mary River environment/catchment.

· Extent to which the project encouraged community members to adopt sustainable practices.

· Project engaged community members in innovative ways to understand reasons for sustainable environmental practices within the Mary River catchment.

· Project used innovative techniques to present information to the community.

3. Youth Environment Award

Recognises contributions by a young person, group of young people or youth organisation (aged 18 years or under) who have undertaken an environmental project in the Mary River Catchment. 

Youth Environment Award Criteria:
· Extent to which the project has engaged young people in activities which protect and/or enhance the environment in the Mary River Catchment. 

· Extent to which the project involves innovative approaches to environmental management or practices 
· Details of innovative techniques used to promote the project or communicate issues to youth involved in the project.
4. Sustainable Land & Water Management Award

Recognises contributions to efficient and sustainable land and/or water management practices.  Eligible projects need to demonstrate an innovative approach to the management of urban and/or rural land and water.  Projects that have long-term and sustainable applications will be recognised. Suitable projects include sustainable agriculture initiatives, farm forestry, sustainable urban development and reduction in resource requirements. The Project may involve methods and techniques for reducing pesticide and herbicide usage, improving soil health, water management techniques, business management, crop management, animal husbandry methods, etc.

Sustainable Land & Water Management Award Criteria:

· Extent to which the project utilises best management practice and/or technologies to improve land and water management.

· Extent to which the project utilises practices and technologies which allow for the efficient use reuse of water and/or other resources

· Extent to which the project incorporates reduction of greenhouse gases and/or an improved carbon footprint 

· Extent to which the project increases productivity and improved natural resource management 

· Extent to which the project improved terrestrial and/or aquatic biodiversity
· Partnerships and networks established as a result of the project.

5. River Champion Award

For an individual or organisation that has made an outstanding  role in championing the Mary River including its  ecology, culture, or heritage. The River Champion Award recognises an individual or group who have made significant contributions to the protection and/or awareness of the Mary River and its catchment. Eligible projects need to demonstrate that they have contributed towards to the environment/catchment in a way which espouses an ethic of care.

River Champion Award Criteria:

· Fostered community understanding and appreciation of the Mary River ecology/culture and/or heritage 

· Promoted care for the Mary River and its surrounding environment through reducing the impact of human activities (or footprint) on the environment

· Passionate about the Mary River catchment and committed to a healthy wild river system 

· Contributed to innovative ways of championing the Mary.

